Spring 1 – Jellyfish and Starfish Classes

Our new topic is all about Space

Here is an overview of what your children will be learning each week in our topic, the letter sounds we will be teaching and the maths topic we will be learning about.

	Focus
	Topic Activities
	Phonics
	Maths topic

	Week 1 
Sharing about our Christmas celebrations

Introducing our Space topic
Learning about Winter

School Value: GREAT (gratitude, respect, empathy, acceptance, teamwork) I praise others
	Talking and describing to our friends what we did at Christmas and over the holiday.

Thinking about what we already know about ‘Space’ and what we would like to find out about.

Designing and making a large rocket from boxes as a centre piece to our small world play.

Investigating what Winter is like and making Wintery pictures using white and black


	
Level 3
/w/  /x/ 
  /recap j v w x/
/y/ 

	
subitising
shape
number

	Week 2
Moon 

School Value: GREAT (gratitude, respect, empathy, acceptance, teamwork) I value what others say and do
	Learning about famous astronauts and what they did.

Investigating moon craters and how we can make them small or big.

Designing and building our own rocket with our large blocks outside.


	
Level 3
/z/  /zz/ /qu/ /ch/

	

subitising
number
1 more
1 less

	Week 3
Planets

School Value: GREAT (gratitude, respect, empathy, acceptance, teamwork) I consider why someone thinks the way they do



	Investigating the four rocky planets: Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars.

Exploring water colour paints and mixing the colours of the planets.

Making 3D models of the planets.

	
Level 3
/recap y z zz qu ch/ /sh/ 
/th/ voiced and unvoiced


	
number
compare mass
investigate capacity

	Week 4
‘Whatever Next’ Jill Murphy

School Value: GREAT (gratitude, respect, empathy, acceptance, teamwork) I find ways to include everyone

	Listening to the story ‘Whatever Next’ by Jill Murphy and retelling it in our own words.

WOW day activities connected to the story and what it would be like to visit the moon.
Investigating what the moon is like.
	

Level 3
/ng/  /recap sh th voiced and unvoiced ng/ /ai/ /ee/  

	

subitising
number – investigating 6, 7, 8

	Week 5
Planets

School Value: GREAT (gratitude, respect, empathy, acceptance, teamwork) I help others and accept help from others

	Investigating the giant planets, made of gases: Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.

Explore rocket designs and compare them to fictitious spaceships.  

Create their own flying saucer.
	
Level 3
/igh/ /oa/ /recap ai ee igh oa/ /oo/ long



	
subitising
number – investigating 6, 7, 8

	Week 6
Stars

School Value: GREAT (gratitude, respect, empathy, acceptance, teamwork) Celebration of all values

	Investigate what shooting stars are and make a wish to go on our shooting stars display.

Look at various star constellations using a special torch in school and explore the night time sky at home with an adult.

Create our own constellations with marshmallows.
	
Level 3
/oo/ short /ar/ /or/ /recap oo long and short ar or/



	
length
height
time




 
Most importantly, we will have fun while we are learning 

Our weekly emails will keep you update with the activities that we have done in school.  We respond to the children’s interests and needs, so the focus of our learning may change and the pace of our phonic sessions may change.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Special events this half term: Space WOW day to celebrate our topic, based on ‘Whatever Next’ Wednesday 28th January

We will keep you informed of our special events with letters on Email or My Child at School
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